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1. Cover Photo  
 

Ongoing construction work on the south side of the library – effecting teens, kids, magazine, 

public computers, newspaper reading areas and public seating. Photo of drywaller at work taken 

Jan 23, 2025  

 

2. Highlights for November 28 – January 29, 2024  
 

- Construction Ongoing for south side Phase 1 building restoration 

- Upcoming RFP with the DOS 

- Beth Dodds retirement on Thursday November 28, 2024 

- Dave Cox starts 

- Ceiling fans and outstanding issues with the flood restoration 

- Glass door repairs 

- Maintenance budget 

- New furniture in place  

- Ceiling floods (2) 

- Outreach in Pender Harbour Library 

- 2025 budget submission to all funders 

 

3. Friends of the Library Book Faires 
 

Book Faire hosted in the Sechelt Library Community Room: 

January 17-19, 2025 raised $1,946. 

 

Upcoming 2025 Book Faires will be: 

Feb 21-23 

Mar 21-23 

Apr 25-27 

May 23-25 

Jun 20-22 

Jul 4-6 

Jul 25-27 

Aug 15-17 

Aug 29-31 

Sep 19-21 

Oct 17-19 

Nov 21-23 
 

Photos from the December 5, 2024 Friends of the Library Volunteer Appreciation Party!  
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4. Annual General Meeting  
 

The Sechelt Library Annual General Meeting is currently scheduled to be held on Wednesday 

March 26, 2025 (followed by the regular Library Board Meeting) 

 

 

5. Canada Post Strike  
 

The Canadian Union of Postal Workers (CUPW) which began a national strike on Friday 

November 15, 2024 officially ended December 17, 2025.   As with any strike, indirect impacts to 

everyone are felt including libraries.   Movement of library items between BC libraries - and 

throughout Canada via the Canada Post Service were affected.  Those items that could still move 

via courier between Sechelt and Gibsons Library as well as libraries within in the Interlink 

Library Federation (mostly lower mainland) were still shipped of course.  All our cheques to 

vendors, where possible, were hand delivered by Jessica.    
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6. New Furniture – thankyou Friends of the Library  
 

We just had two pieces of black library shelving 

furniture, purchased 3 months ago, delivered and 

installed in the teen section.  $5K total for both – and a 

big thankyou to the Friends of the Library for 

funding this purchase.   They also funded another piece 

of custom furniture for us in 2024 which is still set aside 

near self-checks due to flood and ongoing construction.  
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7. BC Libraries Branch new Home 
 

From Mari Martin, Director BC Public Libraries Branch: 

“As you know our new cabinet was announced on November 18th. This resulted in a change in 

the Ministry of Municipal Affairs. Responsibility for public libraries (and the community literacy 

portfolio) has been assigned to the Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs 

under Honourable Minister Ravi Kahlon (MLA for Delta North). 

The Public Libraries Branch team continues under the Local Government Division and Assistant 

Deputy Minister Tara Faganello.” 

 

8. Ceiling Flood – November 30, 2024 
 

Early morning on Saturday Nov 30, 

a patron noticed water pouring down 

the post in the teen section and water 

bubbling on the ceiling. Library staff 

removed all the books (and 

computer) from the area as the cause 

and fix was not yet know.  Dylan 

and I discussed with Signia but 

Dylan was the one who climbed up 

the scaffolding and figured out what 

was wrong. A downspout has been 

removed from the wall and it had 

been left uncovered to the elements. 

Water found its way into the walls, 

through our ceiling (not DOS 

ceiling), down the posts and onto the 

floor.  A temporary cover has been 

put on and Signia will repair all the 

damage at a later date.  

 

 

    

 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/ministries/housing-and-municipal-affairs/biography
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9. Ceiling Flood – December 14, 2024 
 

Saturday Dec 14, 2024 - another ceiling Flood in the Teen Area 

 

Two weeks later, we had another ceiling flood in the teen area caused by construction issues. The 

first flood (Saturday November 30) was caused by a removed downspout and water entry into 

the ceiling from outside. The flood on Dec 14 was caused by a leak in the temporary plastic 

downspout where water again poured into the building via our ceiling - and it was much worse. 

 

Saturday Dec 14 am: 

 

Janette did a 9:00am check along the 

whole south interior side of the library. 

We have so much renovation going on - 

with barely covered walls - that we 

check this entire side carefully every 

morning.  Everything was fine.  Ten 

minutes later, Gail hears water pouring 

in.  I was called and also I called Dylan 

- we both arrived at about 9:30. Janette 

and the Saturday team acted quickly and 

removed all the books away from the 

leaking sections (3 major sections) and 

had 6 buckets on the floor collecting 

water pouring in.   We were able to 

unscrew the new custom wooden 

shelving units from the wall and move 

them out - just in time - to prevent water 

damage.  We also had to put plastic 

under other furniture, just replaced from 

the 6-month flood, in order to prevent 

additional water soaking up.   

 

If it were not for the quick actions of 

Dylan (DOS), who climbed the 

scaffolding and figured out the problem 

- as well as the library staff moving so quickly to remove everything - we would have had 

catastrophic damage (once again).   

 

Everything is under control now but the teen section was in disarray and had to be closed off to 

the public for quite a few days.  Damage in the ceiling, through the light switches, sprinkler head 

and wifi boosters were assessed for permanent moisture damage.   
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If this flood had occurred on Saturday night or Sunday – or any other time we weren’t working - 

can you imagine... 

    

 

 

10. Electrical and Lighting 
 

During the flood restoration, we determined that it was the perfect time to “fix” some massive electrical 

shortcomings that our library, built 26 years ago, could not address in its current state.  We are very 

restricted with layout and function by the lack of electrical and data outlets.  We had 5 new electrical 

outlets installed by the electricians in the front half of the library.  $200 x 5 (at our cost). 

During the flood restoration, some but not all of the lighting fixtures were replaced in the front half. It left 

us with a very visible across the library strip of unsightly looking lighting. Different types of lighting and 

different lighting hues. We choose to have 6 additional “new” lights installed ($6 x 200) (again at our 

cost).       
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11. Building Remediation – Exterior of DOS / Library Building  
 

South side (Phase 1) restoration and construction includes:  

South side restoration will include: 

1. Wall rot assessed and repaired (inside and out)  

2. New windows installed  

3. Siding removed and replaced with new fiber-cement siding (ie. hardie-board) 

4. New aluminum awnings on both levels 

5. New building trim 

6. Refresh of all exterior beams and posts 

7. Landscape improvements and beautification of lawn, benches and sitting areas  

8. Trim or remove all wisteria 

9. Removal of large tree and removal and relocation of rose bushes away from the 

building 

 

Activities since last Library Director’s Report: 

 

Exterior Wall Assessment: 

Ongoing for quite some time and 

very loud.  More exterior damage 

on exterior of our “biography” 

section was still being found as 

late as week of January 6 (after 

new windows were already in) 
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Beam replacement: 

November 28 front door post replacement. 6 posts in total were replaced. 

  

       

It was also determined that a beam needed 

replacement. Unfortunately, this exterior 

beam also came into the interior of the 

library - in the magazine and public 

computer section.  Major disruption for 

public and staff entry into this section. 

Photo taken on Jan 13    
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Interior Wall Repair: 

Repairing the interior of the south side has greatly affected the library - programs, 

collection accessibility, and space available to the public.  Although Signia initially 

anticipated to do one section at a time, the reality has not been that. It has been 

lengthy and ongoing and disruptive for both staff and patrons in all sections at all 

times.  ONGOING 
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Window Replacement: 

All south side windows have now been removed, replaced with the old, removed 

again and then replaced with new.  Commenced at end of November and there is one 

more still to complete.  Some of these giant windows had to be brought in and 

installed through existing scaffolding – so amazing none broke.  Photo taken Jan 9 
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12. Temporary Children’s Area 
 

As access to the children’s area (and many other areas) has been blocked due to construction 

for at least two months, we planned that, after Christmas, we would set up an area for 

children and incorporate some public seating in this new zone as well.  It is now “built” and 

families have been enjoying every day.  It is also still highly used for newspaper reading and 

other purposes. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

13. Program Guides for January and February 
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14. December / January Programming Photos  
  

 

Christmas cracker making 

 

 
 

Dickens Christmas 
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Virtual Reality Programming (Jason testing and 

getting ready for Jan 30 event!). All the 

equipment and programs were made possible 

by our successful application of a $6300 Telus 

grant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Charlotte has once again arranged for 

seasonal giving garland with hand knit 

garments free to anyone who needs 

them over the winter months.  Hand 

knit contributions by our weekly 

stitchin’ group along with pieces made 

by the Spinners and Weavers Group 

have all made this possible.   
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15. New – Online Resource Brochure 
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16. Library Entrance Glass Doors Broken 
 

 

Bad things always happen on a Saturday!  Last Saturday, our library entry doors completely 

malfunctioned and commenced making horrific noises – that wouldn’t stop. Once again, we 

called Dylan, who ended up having to disengage the motor so the continuous loud noise 

would stop.  They are still lockable and open and close with muscle strength only. These 

sliding glass doors were installed by the library during the Canada 150 renovation in 2018.  

We arranged with Sechelt Glass to come and access.  They installed the glass but another 

company, who is now defunct, installed the motorized mechanisms. At this time, we will 

have to have the motor replaced and Sechelt Glass is helping us find one.   Our maintenance 

budget of $1500 is just not cutting it anymore… 
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17. Literacy Coalition Activities for 2025  
 

Sechelt Library is an active member and participant in the Sunshine Coast Literacy Coalition along with 

Gibson Library, CapU, Festival of the Written Arts, SD46, and other private members. Our first 

scheduled event to celebrate Literacy Week was exciting performances by the popular “Myrtle Sisters” on 

Jan 24, 2025.  It was SUCH aa fun events for all! Leianne and Sam worked at both performances with the 

rest of the Literacy Coalition team (set up, performance, snacks, clean up) for over 250 kids and their 

families on the Sunshine Coast.  

Jan 2025 Literacy Week Special Event (Myrtle sisters) (see Coast Reporter story below) 
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Feb 2025 Purple Sock Giveaway (Library event only) 

Mar 2025 Early Years Fair 

Jun 2025 Pride in the Park 

Jul 2025 Financial Support for 12th Night Play at Rockwood (fundraiser Bev Shaw Literacy Fund) 

Sep 2025 Book Giveway and Author reading for all SSC kindergarten Kids Botanical Garden 

Sep 2025 2025 Books for Babies Program 

 

18. Coast Reporter Advertising for 

Literacy Week  
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19. Insurance Claim - Contents 
 

Ongoing claim reimbursement from the 6 different insurance companies which share the AON 

policy is slow and painful.  About $15K remains outstanding.   

 

 

20. Elder College Course Assistance 
 

Teresa has taken 

on this semester’s 

request by Elder 

College to have a 

book list ready for 

an upcoming Elder 

College Course. It 

is a significant 

amount of work 

and Teresa, with 

input from Lorinda 

will do this on 

behalf of both 

Gibson and 

Sechelt Library.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21. Article in the Coast Life Magazine 
  
This was sent out previously, but in case you have not yet read – here it is. 
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22. Letter to Staff 
 

 

Subject: Thanks to All, and Especially Charlotte! 

Hi All: 

 

On behalf of the entire crew in the Repair Cafe empire (now, double-digit participants!), we 

want to thank all, and especially Charlotte, for all the support and help you have given us this 

last year during our Sechelt Library events.  It is so very much appreciated.  We always have 

a good time, even when we don't get many customers and we have to fix our own stuff (and 

that's good and bad ...).  

 

We are heading into our 7th year, and probably our 5,000th item, and it has gone by in a 

blur.  It's entirely possible that the Sunshine Coast contingent of this worldwide phenomenon 

is one of the oldest continually-run events anywhere.  Many urban events only occur 

monthly, and we are up to 5 events monthly, with more coming in 2025.  

 

We could not do it without great venues, and without the active support of our hosts.  The 

fact that we are gaining new audiences and new workers means that the stockpile of broken 

things is still growing.  So, it's more than probable that the crowds will grow.   

 

Thank you again.  We are blessed.  All the best for 2025.  We will see you soon. 

On behalf of the crew:  Wayne, Lee, Jan, Mikah, Arne, Rayb, Morris, Daniel, Alastair and 

moi ... 

 

Fred Mason 

 

23. Kisses Jan 10 
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24. Letter to District of Sechelt Council 
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25. Outreach Event at Pender Harbour Library 
 

On Wednesday January 22, 2025, Jason, 

Charlotte and Sam went up to Pender 

Harbour Reading Centre (now called Pender 

Harbour Library) to do an outreach event 

form memberships and tech services with 

our online resources.   

It should also be noted that Karen Dyck has 

resigned as the Chair of the Pender Harbour 

Reading Library and Sylvia Showler will 

take her place.  We have enjoyed many years 

communicating and working with Karen and 

wish her well going forward as well as 

welcoming the new Chair, Sylvia.      

 

 

 

 

 

 Letter from Karen Dyck (excerpt): 

 
Thank you both, Leianne and Marlene, for involving the Pender Harbour Library in the seniors' 
opportunity to learn about accessing digital library materials through the Sechelt Public Library's 
Libby subscription.  I found the Sechelt staff to be well-prepared and keen to work with our 
seniors….  
 


