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1. Cover Photo  
 

Re-Opening Day cupcakes!  Over 450 people attended opening day!  We have actually even had 

a few days since with that kind of patron attendance! 

 

2. Highlights for April 30 – May 29  
 

- Sechelt Library Board and Canada Day Parade 

- Coast Reporter Article about reopening July 11 

- Public Libraries Grant Award 

- Insurance Claim to Contents Insurer (AON) fully submitted with low expectations for an 

expedient return  

- So many Summer Reading Club activities at Sechelt Library!  

- Sunshine Coast Photography Club brings new adjudicated photos to library 

- Coast Reporter article about Cognitive Care Kits 

- Festival of the Written Arts  

- Administration and programming cleanup 

- UBCM – library partners have a clinic scheduled 

- Building door issues – autolocking and doors not physically closing 

- Banking changes 

- Security Issues 

- First Nations Area Changes  

- Mould 

 

3. Public Library Grant Award 2024 
 

In late June the Public Libraries Branch sent all BC libraries the official “Public Library Grant Award 

Letter.   

 

Per Capita Operating Grant 2024 $52,274.70 

Resource Sharing Grant 2024 $10,995.84 

BC One Card grant 2024 $11,000.00 

Literacy and equity Grant 2024 $ 8,500.00 

Total Operating Funds: $82,730.54 

  

ONE TIME – Library Enhancement Grant $15,755.85 
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4. Canada Day Parade 
 

Thankyou to our Board Members and other volunteers for representing Sechelt Library in the Canada Day 

Parade! 
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5. Opening Day Photos (July 11, 2024) 
 

 

Many flowers were given to us by patrons - and by Gibsons Library Staff 

 

Our first 2024 Ukulele jam – on opening day - was well attended and the music was wonderful to hear! 
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Kids - and all - loved the cupcakes! 
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So many people have stopped to 

read and view pictures from our 

flood restoration.  People also 

enjoyed our new lobby seating  
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6. Friends of the Library Book Faires 
 

These Book Faires have been and will be hosted at Seaside Centre:   

July 19-21 ($1601.70) 

August 2-4 ($1482.85) 

August 16-18 ($1,382.20) 

September 20-22  

 

These Book Faires will be hosted at Sechelt Library Community Room: 

October 18-20 

November 15-17 
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7. Building Remediation – Exterior of DOS / Library Building  
 

Phase 1: 

The District of Sechelt is awaiting the signing of the Signia Contract for the Phase 1 remediation 

on the South side of the building.  They still anticipate that construction wills trat this calendar 

year.  

Phase 2: 

The DSO council chose Option D to pursue which is: 

Option D: 

Tower and Adjacent Walls plus Community Engagement and Feasibility Study for Future 

Expansion 

$950,000 range + 100,000 for Consultants Fees  

 

A team from SR Engineering were here on July 23, 2024 to make further assessments on the 

status of the damage to the tower and the urgency of the repair requirement.   

     

 

8. Insurance Claim - Contents 
 

A complete claim has now been filed for all items lost and replaced/repaired during the January 

17, 2024 flood.  It was an onerous process. Our official insurance claim for the contents lost 

during the January 17th flood was submitted and claim is still ongoing. To date, we have had 

many frustrating back and forth discussions with the insurers (AON) over some of the larger 

ticket items ($5500 books and $13K self-check).    We still await final approval.  



 

 

 

Director’s Report 

June 27- August 28, 2024   Page | 10 

 

9. July / August Programming Photo 
 

There was A LOT of programming in July and August! We have the Summer Reading Club activities as 

well as regular programming.  As part of the regular Storytime, we had Fire Smart training for Kids – and 

a visit with local firefighters, Fire Smart 

Mascot Ember (in yellow fur) and the 

Sechelt Fire Department fire truck  
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From the much popular 

“messy science” 

programs (ice cream, 

lava lamps, crystalized 

eggs etc.) to reading 

with a dog and 

Storytimes, Sam and 

our summer student 

Lydia, had the kids 

captured with fun 

projects, learning and 

fun.  
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Amazing Stats  

for Children’s and Teen Programming: 

 

 

During the two months of July and August this year,  

we had over 65 events for children’s and teens,   

and attendance of well over 600 people!   

WOW.   

 

 

Plus, we had programs for adults… 
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Over 130 people were in attendance at the Summer Reading Club Wrap Up Party with the famous, 

Charlotte Diamond and her son Matt. 
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Uke Jam in the fresh air - lead by Jill Stratford 
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10. Sunshine Coast Festival of the Written Arts 2024 
 

Sechelt Library is an avid supporter of the Festival 

of the Written Arts each year. Not only do we carry 

all the Festival Books on our Library (with marked 

spine labels), but we display the authors books and 

program brochures in library displays prior to the 

festival.  Teresa also volunteers each year for the 

full three days.     

Many Sechelt Library staff attended performances 

and enjoyed them all!   
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11. Changes to the Public Family Washroom 
 

Previous: 

Anyone requiring the public family washroom had to come and ask us for a family washroom 

key. This was apparently a decision made by the DOS a long time ago due to drug use issues in 

the family washroom.  It was actually difficult for our staff to maintain oversight of the time 

duration between handing out the key and awaiting its return - although we did our best.  Also, 

many of our patrons did not like having to ask as it created numerous issues relating to 

accessibility and urgency.    

It should be noted that the current woman’s washroom stalls are SO tight they are not even up to 

regulations on width for each stall. Everyone complains.   This was something we identified in 

our Needs Assessment with TOAD.  

 

Current: 

At our request, and prior to our grand re-opening on July 10th, Dylan, (DOS) was able to get us a 

different type of lock for the public family washroom door. This lock would not require a key for 

entry. Not only that, it doesn’t even need a handle to open. Once inside, the patron can 

comfortably lock the door. The outside will show “available” in green or “occupied” in red.   On 

re-opening day, we told many of our patrons we knew used this family washroom and they were 

OVERJOYED.  
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12. Community Volunteer Income Tax Program 
 

This year, made possible by 

Sechelt Library having a Pop-Up location, 

Terri Fjaagesund, our wonderful volunteer, 

was able to complete 163 tax returns 

for patrons (and non-patrons) 

for free! 

 

A great service we were able to continue despite having a flood… 
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13. Coast Reporter Articles 
 

In the July 19, 2024 Edition of the Coast 

reporter, Ann Watson writes: 
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Although the reporter got some things wrong – and forgot some crucial things - at least our 

Cognitive Care Kits now have a wider exposure on the Coast.   

14. Video Games  
 

Our over 200+ video games can now be borrowed by patrons at other ILC libraries and 

Gibsons.   Most libraries do not share their book collections for at least 1 year so the priority can 

remain for their own patrons. Many other library items are not shared at all. The decision to 

share our video collection came with a few considerations such as collection size, collection type 

and age of collection.    
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15. Mould 

 

July 31, 2024, we discovered that serious mould was growing in the window sill.  As we are 

undergoing a south side renovation this fall the fix had to be short term. It was immediately filled 

with poly and taped over by Dylan at the DOS.  
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16. Sunshine Coast Camera Club 
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Our Social Media Post: 

August 1  

Frank Thorburn, Bruce Pond and Phill Harrison from the Sunshine Coast Photography Club just 
finished placing 9 new pieces of incredible photography on our walls. Come in to Sechelt Library 
and see the club members' adjudicated photos which will adorn our walls until December.  A 
great partnership!       
 
 

Letter to the Camera Club dated August 2, 2024 
 
Bruce,  
 
Everyone is very excited about this new photo collection that you, Frank and Phil have 
just placed on the walls of our library!  Staff, Board Members and patrons are all 
commenting on the new photos with admiration and awe. Many are trying to identify 
what types of flowers they are and then going to google to see if our guesses are 
right.  They also love the techniques used to give some of the photos a different edge.    
  
With the first collection of photography the Camera Club had in our library last 
November, subjects on the Sunshine Coast, the staff always overheard patrons saying 
how beautiful they were, how they loved having real photography instead of art on our 
walls, and many who were trying to identify if they had been to the locations in the 
photos.  
 
We are grateful your club has such talented members and have chosen to partner with 
us at the Sechelt Library.   Thank-you for making our library more beautiful! 
 
Leianne Emery 
Director, Sechelt Public Library 
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17. Interlink and Virtual Programming 

 

Public Library InterLINK has organized a virtual program series for BC public libraries. This 

season’s line up is focused on Indigenous fiction and features the following authors: 

Alicia Elliott: And Then She Fell 

Thursday, September 19 — 6:30 to 8:00 pm Pacific (7:30-9pm Mountain) 

katherena vermette: real ones 

Tuesday, October 15 — 6:30 to 8:00 pm Pacific (7:30-9pm Mountain) 

Jessica Johns: Bad Cree 

Tuesday, November 12 — 6:30 to 8:00 pm Pacific (7:30-9pm Mountain) 

These three programs will be accessed live, online via:   https://www.crowdcast.io/@bclibraries-

present.  

BC Libraries Present’s goal is to make the same high-quality, virtual programming available to 

all public libraries and their communities.  

InterLINK is grateful for the financial support of the Province of British Columbia through the 

Ministry of Municipal Affairs which enabled them to present this series free of charge. 

 

 

18. UBCM 

A message from Jessica A., the Director of our ABCPLD Group (Association of BC 
Library Directors): 

• Working with our government relations consultants, the Library Partners 

developed the following approach to UBCM: 

 

• UBCM is taking place September 16-20 the week before the writ drops in 

BC.  Earnscliffe anticipates this year's convention will have a lower 

participation rate among MLAs as many will take that time to be in their 

ridings. 

• submitted a Clinic proposal that has been accepted.  The Partners will be 

presenting and facilitating discussion around the Impact of Public Libraries on 

Thursday, September 19th. 

 

https://www.crowdcast.io/@bclibraries-present
https://www.crowdcast.io/@bclibraries-present
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• ABC President Cari will attend the convention, as will our Earnscliffe 

Consultants Anna and Anita, who will identify specific attendees for Cari to 

engage directly in discussing our Ask for a sustained lift.  If any ABC 

members or your Trustees are attending who would like to be part of 

this approach, please let me know. Additional involvement is 

welcomed! 

 

• Cari will also be joining a meeting with Minister Kang requested by a 

Councillor and the Mayor from New Denver advocating for public library 

funding. This community has been advocating for public library services.   

 

• Earnscliffe has developed an "Overdue: it's time to invest in BC's public 

libraries" campaign to keep our Ask for a sustained lift in funding in front of 

decision makers.  More details about this campaign will be forthcoming and a 

request for your assistance in letting any of your Trustees and Councillors 

know how they can support it if attending UBCM. 

 

• With appreciation to Trustees for VIRL and GVPL who submitted a resolution 

through Assoc of Vancouver Island Coastal Communities that will go to UBCM 

seeking a lift to public library funding. 

 

• With the advice of Earnscliffe, the Partners did not seek a booth at UBCM this 

fall.  They advised that a booth would not be an effective option for 

encouraging policy discussion related to our Ask.  However, we know there is 

a history of hosting a booth to highlight public libraries at UBCM and that this 

tool can support public libraries' relationships with local government.   

 

• The Partners will be meeting with the Assistant Deputy Minister of Municipal 

Affairs, Strategic Advisor and Director, PLB in September to ensure they 

continue to have all the information needed to support our Ask post-election. 

 

  

19. Sechelt Library Banking 
 

We have been going over our accounts with the Sechelt Library Finance Committee (currently 

Rhian, Jack and Pat) and proposed a plan and a strategy in which to take more advantage of 

higher interest rates but, at the same time, maintain an adequate level of freedom to move funds 

when necessary.  At the same time, we are also moving to online banking (a major initiative of 

the BMO for companies) – which is a much more complicated task for a corporation which 

MUST have high levels of security.  It has been very time consuming but will be worth it in the 

end.  
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20. Ongoing Security Issues  
 

A number of security issues to bring to your attention – thieves, drug addicts and doors.   All 

frustrating, a drain on our time and a constant worry from a security perspective.  

1. Our beautiful snake plant was stolen from the coffee table in the lobby of our building.   

2. The Coast Reporter Newspaper Bin at the library entrance was stolen.  After it was 

replaced with another, the Bin was eventually found at the homeless encampment in 

Sechelt.  

3. We spent last Friday afternoon addressing a drug addict, well known to everyone, who 

made himself home in front of the library entrance door (right behind the Coast Reporter 

Newspaper Bin).  DOS bylaw staff had to be retrieved in person from upstairs (after three 

phone calls and one email in their new bylaw customer service system did not work). 

Ambulance staff also had to be called.   

4. Since the Building’s FOB system was installed (not our choice), and for other reasons, 

our staff are constantly finding entry and exit doors unlocked or not closed properly.  

Every night, our staff always have - and will always need to physically check the 

entrance and exit doors – from the outside after we leave.  We have to continually 

address different issues with DOS staff and it is frustrating and worrisome.  More details 

at the meeting.     

5. Theft of a tourist’s possessions from his bike packs where his bike was locked up near the 

staff entrance.  A driver called in to tell us she witnessed it happening.  She said the 

thieves were known drug addicts in the vicinity and possessions were likely at the 

homeless encampment. Police reports were made and footage sent to RCMP from DOS 

(our internet was down so we could not obtain ourselves).  

 

 

21. Changes in First Nations Area 
 

Due to flood damaged walls - and better esthetics, we had a few changes made in the First 

Nations section.    

 

1.  Directional wording location, style, size and color was changed  

2.  Artwork displayed (2 walls) displayed were changed 

3.  Raven location, size and color was changed (and associated words) 
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OLD photo 

OLD photo 
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NEW photo taken Tuesday August 27.  A bit of wall damage repair still required…    

The new artwork above the self-checks (actually not new – it was above the check in area 

previously) is actually first nations illustrations that are in books we have on the shelves in First 

Nations.  Artist Hiroshi Shimazaki’s artwork was moved to the wall above the interior book 

return and displays nicely there. 

 

 

 

 

NEW photo 
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22. Coming in the Next Director’s Report 

In the next Directors Report I will be explaining more about Interlibrary Loans (ILL) et al.   All 

you ever wanted to know and much more… 

 


