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1. Cover Photo  
How time changes all things…  

 

2. Highlights for March 7-27  
 

- Insurance Claim to Contents Insurer (Aon) underway and close to being authorized 

- Plans being made for show-n-tell of our 6 Cognitive Care Kits (Mary Caros assisting) 

- Additional work being done by us for team at Tony Osborne Architecture and Design on Needs 

Assessment  

- Strategic Plan Document in draft form 

- Working on BC Province 2023 Statistics  

- Completed custom shelving project for junior area (video games, audio books, playaway audio) 

- Service Canada / CRA Super Clinic all scheduled and ready to go for Friday April 26 

 

- Sechelt Library Pop-Up Edition Highlights (March 6 to April 20: 

o 5,261+ people into the Pop-Up (March 6 to April 20 – 45 days)    

o 700 of “I    Sechelt Library Pop-Up Edition” bookmarks handed out!  

o 88 CVITP appointments (to end of week) 

o 54 One-on-one Tech Assistance (to end of week) 

o Genealogy and Accessibility appointments  

o Various adult programs successfully held 

o Service Canada and CRA Super Clinic (scheduled for Friday, April 26)  

 

3. Sechelt Library Pop-Up Edition - offering  
 

We have made some additions to our offerings at the Pop-Up!  

What the Sechelt Library Pop-Up Edition currently offers: 

- Browsing of all “NEW adult” items 

o fiction, non-fiction, first nations, graphic novel, large print, book clubs (all - not just 

“NEW”) , DVDs, audio-books, biographies, paperbacks,   

- Browsing of all “NEW” teen items 

o Only 1 shelving location for all (graphic (including manga), fiction, non-fiction) 

- Browsing of all “NEW” junior items (catalogues as children’s) 

o Fiction, non fiction, chapter books, graphic novels, series 

- Browsing of all “NEW” children’s items 

o Fiction, non-fiction, easy reads, read-along, DVDs, picture books, audio, chapter books, 

series,        
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- Circulation and Reference staff in person Monday to Saturday 10-4 

- Children’s Play area including puppet theatre (see photo below) 

- 6 Comfortable seats for reading 

- 4 Newspapers  

- 106 Magazines (other than for children) 

- 9 children’s magazines 

- Study Area 

- OPAC (library catalogue) 

- Seed Station 

- 65 Pamphlets for law issues, community resources, new to BC  

- Room for programming, one-on-one appointments (CVITP, tech genealogy, accessibility), 

meetings  

- Marketing material for programs and services 

- 7 KOBOS – preloaded themed (teen reads, staff picks, Canada reads, festival of the written arts, 

graphic novels, mystery and suspense)    

- 27 STEAM Kits  

  

 

Above: Some of the adorable YMCA daycare kids having fun at the Sechelt Library Popup Edition!  

They also frequently come to our back staff door (the “secret door” and really enjoy speaking with all our 

librarians!   
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What we are still offering at the main Sechelt Library: 

- Staff available via phone and at the library staff entrance Monday to Saturday 

- Hold placing and holds pickup 

- Surprise Package requests and pickup 

- All Interlibrary loans (sending and receiving) 

- Memberships in person and via online 

- Returns both at the back door in person and through the new external return bins 

 

4. Programming  
 

 

Teresa Eckford from our library, Allie Bartlett from the 

Sunshine Coast Museum and Archives and Lise from 

Gibsons Library hosted “Ancestors in the News” at the 

Museum on March 23, 2024.  Their joint presentation was 

very well received by the many who attended and they 

even got a Coast Reporter KISS! Teresa is very 

knowledgeable about ancestry and all of our Sechelt 

Library resources and also does on-on-one appointments 

with anyone who wishes to be tutored in their family 

search. We are hold an official designation as a Family 

Search Affiliate Library.   
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5. CRA / Service Canada 

Super Clinic at Sechelt 

Library 
 

Our second CRA/Service Canada Super 

Clinic will be coming to Sechelt Library on 

Friday, April 26th!  
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6. Friends of the Library 
 

 

Kudos to all those amazing volunteers that work at the well-loved Friends of the Sechelt Library Book 

Faires”. Due to flood issues, the book faires are currently being hosted at different locations.   

 

Seaside Centre March Book Faire = $2453 (over 3 days) 

Seniors Centre April Book Faire = $1108 (over 2 days) 

 

7. Building Remediation with the District of Sechelt  
 

The District of Sechelt will be tendering the official RFP for Phase 1 remediation on the South side of the 

building very shortly. This has been separated from the previous package of Phase 1 and 2 together.  

The next DOS Committee of the Whole (COW) meeting where further remediation and plans for the 

tower (Phase 2) combined with possible extension options will be discussed on Monday June 24th.  Our 

Needs Assessment will be completed by then as well and Tony Osborne from TOAD will be speaking.     

 

8. Building Flood Restoration 
 

After some lenghtly delays with the insurance 

provder and costs associated with the electrical 

portion, HiTech Electric from Vancouver 

commenced electrical work in our building on 

Monday April 22.  YEAH!   

HiTech is also doing additional work above the 

Flood remediation electrical work (for which we 

will pay) to give us additional electrical outlets and 

data ports in a few areas of the library (all at the 

front).   This is a great opportunity to have the 

work done as the walls are free and clear of all 

attachments.  They are completing most of these 

additional requests but a local contractor will 

complete the data port installation. 
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9. New Flood Restoration Timeline 
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10. Meeting with TOAD 
 

We continue to work with Tony and his team at Tony Osborne Architecture and Design (TOAD) on 

providing specific items they are requesting from us. We have spent quite a bit of time thinking carefully 

through the questions and giving professional answers.  This will move the draft, which we saw last 

week, to a more final version soon.   Note - this will not be a 30+ page type document (very expensive) 

but a fairly succinct Needs Assessment for purposes of having a basic but professional assessment on 

what our library’s needs actually are.   We want to stand on professional footing with the DOS and, as 

well, it is a professional assessment with which to base future decisions on.    

 

11. Insurance Claim - Contents 
 

Our official insurance claim for the contents lost during the January 17th flood was submitted and we have 

subsequently provided additional documentation on original purchase details for one of the more 

expensive technologies damaged during the flood.  To date, we have still not had official approval.    

   

12. Changes in the teen and junior sections 
 

We had the top sections and the two ends of this long shelving unit replaced by our carpenter as these 

were damaged by the flood and could not be fixed in a professional enough manner.  The top and sides 

were previously light tan (with lots of bubbling due to water damage) and now the new ones are black.   
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A secondary change we wanted to make, and one that has challenged us for a while is improving the 

section on the top right of above photo with improved shelving. Prior, it was a haphazard, non-matching 

mess (MDF, weird shelf holding nothing and Canadian tire crates to house the video games) – and it 

didn’t even accommodate all the items properly.   

 

The new shelving unit will 

also match the graphic 

novel shelf (currently 

missing in photo but goes 

on the left). This area has 

always lacked sufficient 

light, so we are having the 

electricians add additional 

LED’s above in the ceiling.    
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13. Marketing for our Library Programs 
 

 

There was a comment made during our Strategic Planning session with Goldenhour whereby our 

marketing for library programs was discussed.  This is an area that, to us, it seems effort does not always 

equal reward - but we always make our best effort and continually strive to make improvements.   

I created a list of current marketing avenues that we use and we, as staff, are going to put our heads 

together to try and think of additional ideas.    

 

This current list is written here to see if any of our Board members can also think of additional areas we 

could benefit from.  We are always open for great ideas!   

 
Current Marketing: 
 
Library Website: 
Library Website Events page 
Library website homepage banners 
 
Physical Calendar of Events: 
Large Monthly calendar in the library entrance (all events) 
Large Monthly calendar in the children section (kids events only)  
Large glass frame outside the library main entrance door (half DOS / half Library) 
 
Monthly Program Brochures: 
Monthly Brochures in the library entrance 
Monthly brochures at both circulation and reference desks 
 
Specific Event Information 1/4 page take-homes: 
Small info handouts on individual events at library entrance under calendar 
Small info handouts on individual events at circulation and reference desks as well as near 
“holds” 
 
Newspapers: 
Coast Reporter Events Online (all) 
Coast Reporter Events in the actual Newspaper (sometimes sporadic as to what they print)  
Paid Advertisements (sometimes)   
 
Coast Cultural Alliance 
Activities email  
Activities online 
 
Sunshine Coast Resource Centre 
Ask Angie Column (from the SSCRC) in the Coast Reporter – very specific events if she wants to 
SSCRC Seniors Update Newsletter (when appropriate) 
SSCRC Regular Email newsletter (when appropriate) 
 
Social Media: 
Social Media - Sechelt Library Instagram 
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Social Media - Sechelt Library Facebook 
Social Media - Sechelt Library X (formerly known as Twitter) 
Social Media - Sunshine Coast Events Facebook (sparingly) 
Social Media - FYI Sunshine Coast Facebook (sparingly) 
 
Email Newsletters: 
Children's Monthly Email Newsletters (for those who signed up for our children's email list) 
Adult Monthly Email Newsletters (one has gone out and we are preparing for website addition 
for ongoing signups) 
 

Elder College: 

Events drop down menu – goes to “Libraries” – which clicks to our home page and events calendar 

 

14. District Hand Me Downs 
 

 

 

We have now obtained four Dell OptiPlex 5050 micro units 

from the District of Sechelt. These units, originally costing 

the District approximately $950 back in 2019, were due to 

be disposed of by the District but were offered to the 

Library instead.  Hmmm…. 

  

Sechelt Library is now re-using the four of them as 

follows: 

  

1. Installed to replace Janette’s laptop workstation  

 

2. Installed to replace Lorinda’s laptop workstation 

 

3. RAM and HDD will be upgraded at a cost of $125 

and used in the teen section to replace a 

refurbished Lenovo laptop that was manufactured 

in 2013/2014 and acquired by the library in 

approximately 2019 through TechSoup. 

 

4. RAM and HDD will be upgraded at a cost of $125 

to replace the outdated Reference computer used 

by staff at the reference desk.  

  

  

Hmmm. 
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15. Advocacy for Libraries 
 

 

A note to me from Adam Shephard, DOS council: 
 
 
“Good morning Leianne, 
  
We are back from the Association of Vancouver Island & Coastal Communities conference in 
Victoria this last week, voting on a number of measures to press the Provincial government for 
additional funding. One of the motions (R39) was on additional funding for libraries: 
  

Therefore be it resolved that AVICC call on the provincial government to recognize the evolving 
and challenging situation for public libraries as well as their unique role as community spaces, 
and increase annual core funding for libraries to $30 million in keeping with the request made 
by the BC Public Library Partners and the recommendation of the province’s Select Standing 
Committee on Finance and Government Services. 

  
The motion was approved and will now go over to UBCM to adopt (hopefully!). 
  
 
 

 

16. Center for Equitable Library Access (CELA) 
 

At their request, Janette H has been working with CELA to help them gather intel on library staff 

experiences when working with accessibility related issues and the offering of CELA services in their 

communities.   This information sharing is invaluable to any company truly wishing to offer the best 

service and product possible.   

 

In case you do not know anything about CELA and their services for people with print disabilities, here is 

the website:  https://celalibrary.ca/ 

 

Janette assists many of our sunshine coast residents with these services and more. If you know of 

someone with a print disability, please send them to Janette for a one-on-one information session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://celalibrary.ca/
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17. Kicks and Kisses / Comments 
 

 
From the Friday April 5, 2024 Coast Reporter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great shout out by a patron.  It is to 

show appreciation for the volunteers 

(Terri F and Louis L) who work with 

us on the Community Volunteer 

Income Tax Program (CVITP) for all 

Sunshine Coast citizens.   
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A thank-you to Sechelt Library from all those in Ruth’s Card 

Making class!  How thoughtful…  
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From the April 19, 2024 Coast Reporter. 
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18. With fond memories… 
 

 

Not only was Dan Fivehouse a past Sechelt Library Board Chair and active “Friends of the Sechelt 

Library” volunteer, he was a staff-favorite patron.  Whenever Dan saw me, he would always say, “how ya 

doing kiddo”.  Dan always had a kind word to say to all of us – and who could forget his wonderful 

tomato plants! We all have unique memories of him and we will remember him and all his contributions 

to our library world and in life with great fondness.  His unexpected passing hit us all hard and we will 

miss him dearly.     

 

 

 


