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1. Cover Photo  
 

A photo taken on January 23, 2024 showing some of the flooded area at Sechelt Library.  The garbage 

bags you see are ceiling drywall and other waste materials awaiting removal from the library.  The Dusty 

Road Dump closure delayed removal.  The photo is dark because all the ceiling tube lighting was 

destroyed.   More discussion during the Board Meeting.   

 

2. Highlights for December and January 
 

- Guest speaker invited to speak with staff - Jill from Arrowhead (given library tour, shown 

knitting for those in need project and seed station) 

- Guest speaker invited to speak with staff - Loic from Work BC  

- FOL party 

- Bev Shaw honorary book display 

- Knitters and weavers knitting for those who need 

- CVITP (organized but possible start date delay)   

- Service Canada and CRA SuperClinic (organized but necessary and hopeful date change) 

- Changes to SCRD Transit Tickets  

- Library Book Return Bins 

- Elder College partnerships (Revolutionary Europe – Teresa contributed) 

- Elder College partnerships (British genealogy – Teresa teaching) 

- Insurance Evaluation Levels (Aon) for 2024 

- Funding and Service Agreement  

- Literacy Coalition Event for Literacy Week - Penny Pom Pom and Faie the Garden Fairy  

- Wonderbooks being processed and catalogued (display and preview at Board Meeting) 

- Cognitive Care Kits still being processed and catalogued (display and preview at Board Meeting) 

 

3. Funding and Service Agreement 
 

 

Further to the revision and completion of the Funding and Service Agreement for Sechelt Public Library, 

please note the following status for all local government funders. 

 

Besides general information, we are also looking to address the following: 

1.  obtaining all signatures on the F+S Agreement 

2.  collecting outstanding payments from the SNGD    

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Director’s Report 

November 30, 2023 – January 31, 2024   Page | 4 

 

 

 

Sunshine Coast Regional District: 

•  new F+S Agreement passed through council in November 2023 

•  F+S Agreement is ready to be signed 

•  2023 payments = all received 

•  2024 Q1 payment = received 

 

District of Sechelt: 

•  new F+S Agreement passed through council in January 2024 

•  F+S Agreement is ready to be signed 

•  2023 payments = all received 

•  2024 Q1 payment = received  

   

SNGD: 

•  do not know if new F+S Agreement has passed through council 

•  2023 2nd payment = had not received by Dec 31, 2023 - still owed $9505 

•  2024 1st payment due January 12 = not received - still owing $8944  

•  January 19, 2024 received $9,164 but do not yet know what this applies to 

     

 

4. SCRD Appointments to the Sechelt Library Board 
 

The SCRD notified us that for 2024, the official representatives to our Sechelt Library Board are as 

follows: 

SCRD Board Representative =  Director Justine Gabias 

SCRD Alternate Representative – Director Kelly Backs  

 

We are pleased to have Director Gabias with us once again as the SCRD representative.  
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5. Current Flood, Restoration and Service Update  
 

Sechelt Library  

Flood, Restoration and Service Update  

Wednesday January 24, 2024 

 

The Flood: 

Early morning Wednesday January 17th extensive flooding was discovered in our library building.  Water 

was pouring in from the ceiling most of that day.  The actual cause is under investigation by the District 

of Sechelt. 

 

Damage: 

The flood affected the District of Sechelt on the second floor and the Sechelt Library on the main level.  

Floors, ceilings, walls, electrical systems, lighting, equipment, furniture and parts of our library collection 

were all impacted by the water damage. District of Sechelt building maintenance staff alerted us very 

early Wednesday morning and library staff who were able to travel to the building through the snow, 

worked diligently all day to move everything possible out of danger.  What was in the front of the library 

is now “stuffed” into every nook and cranny in the back half of the library.  These efforts saved most of 

our collection, artwork and equipment from further damage.  The building foyer and public washrooms 

were also impacted. 

 

Restoration:  

Coast Wide Restoration was onsite immediately to work with the District of Sechelt and the Sechelt 

Library.  Their professional restoration crews are working diligently to make the space safe again for the 

public and staff. The three main areas are: floors, ceilings and walls.   

 

Floors:   

• Water was “raining” from the ceiling, pooling all over the front of the library and flowing down 

the ramp into the children’s area.  It continued to drip from the ceiling most of the flood day. 

• Restoration work was ongoing for three days to dry the carpets. Further cleaning and 

antimicrobial treatment will be done 

 

Ceilings: 

• Severe water damage occurred to drywalled ceilings in the entire front half of the library, the 

foyer, the hallway and public washrooms.  Those ceilings have now been completely removed. 

Lighting systems were also destroyed. 

 

Walls: 

• All shelving was removed from walls in order to assess moisture damage.  Some walls showed 

visible damage and all showed moisture readings.  Restoration work is being done to eliminate 

any moisture and repair all damage.   
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Library Services: 

 

Anticipated Closure Duration: 

At this point, we anticipate being closed for at least 4 weeks. This timeline may change and we will 

advise when more is known.  

 

Library Hours: 

Although public access to the library is not possible during the restoration process, our staff will still 

be available via email and phone from 10:00 to 5:00 Monday to Saturday. Hold pickup will also be 

between 10:00 to 5:00 Monday to Saturday staff entrance door located at the back of the library.   

 

Book Drops and Item Return: 

Book and item return will also be possible from 10:00 to 5:00 Monday to Saturday.  Please return 

your library items to a staff member at the back staff entrance door.  Please ring the bell! Our book 

drops at the front entrance will remain closed.  No fines will be incurred during our closure.  

Although items can be returned at this time, all due dates will be extended until we re-open.  

 

Order and Pick-Up of Books and Library Items: 

Our library staff have now extensively reorganized the “stuffed” back half of the library and, as such, 

we can now physically access most of the library collection – although not all as some parts of the 

collection remain “unreachable”. This means that library patrons can place a “hold” on most items in 

our library catalogue (books, DVD’s, magazines, ukuleles, STEAM kits etc). Interlibrary loans will 

also be available.  When your “hold” is ready, we will be calling each patron with instructions for 

pickup.  To serve our Pender Harbor patrons, we will continue with the free weekly courier service 

between Sechelt Library and the Pender Harbor Reading Centre.  This applies to Sechelt Library 

items only.      

 

Membership Renewals: 

All memberships expiring in January and February will be extended to April 1st.  If you have any 

concerns, please call us.  

 

Online Services: 

Online services remain available.     

 

One on One Appointments: 

All one-on-one assistance appointments, including technology, genealogy, accessibility and exam 

invigilation are cancelled until further notice.  We are assessing options going forward.    

 

Programs and Events: 

January programs and events have been cancelled.  After weighing options for February, we have 

now made arrangements for a limited number of programs to take place at other facilities and all 

those already registered will be notified.       

 

Book Faires (Friends of the Library)  

Unfortunately, it was necessary to cancel the February 16-18 Book Faire. We know this will be a 

disappointment to many!    
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Updates: 

We will be updating all our social media, website homepage, phone messaging and outdoor signage 

on book bins and entrance doors when new information becomes available.  

 

Photos: 
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We understand the inconvenience this has caused to our patrons.  Please know that we are working 

diligently to restore our library to a safe condition as soon as possible.     

 

Thank-you, 

Sechelt Library Staff 
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6. Other Flood and Restoration Photos 
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7. Photo Gallery - activities December 2023 and January 2024 
 

 

Book Return Bins – shipped to us with wrong labels 

 
The Giving Garland 
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Another School Tour for Sam! 

 
Santa Visits Sechelt Library 
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Charles Dickens "A Christmas Carol"  Reading by Richard Austin and Micheal Oswald 

 

 
 
Cookie Decorating fun! 
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Puzzle Club with Charlotte 

 

 
Literacy Coalition event Jan 26th at Roberts Creek Hall - Penny Pom Pom and Faie the Garden fairy 
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8.  Cognitive Care Kit #1 – a Preview and Demonstration  
 

 

During the Board meeting, we will have two of our completed cognitive care kits for our Library Board to 

see.  We will have a conversation about their creation, the packaging and what goes into the actual 

cataloguing and processing of these kits. 

 

Some documents we will be discussing are as follows: 

 

1. The Cognitive Care Kit label 

2. The Loan Agreement 

3. Checklist for Return 

4. Example of some content labelling 

5. Cognitive Care Kit Summary for inclusion in each kit 
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You will see these labels on the individual components in the kit as well as penned numbers and other 

types of labels.  Labels are on literally on everything in the kit. Every single piece!   
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