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1. Cover Photo  
We have had some new additions this year to our aging Halloween decorations.  A gigantic furry spider 

spinning a web in a children’s area window, a cauldron full of smoky vapor and a very vocal caged black 

raven that somehow knows when a library patron walks nearby… 

  

2. Highlights for October 
 

- Magazine area / public computer area photo frames set up and ready for SSC Camera Club 

- Replacement for Outdoor Book/Audio Return bins ordered 

- More needles (a baggie full) found in Book Drop 

- CRA/Service Canada Super Clinic coming Friday 

- Cognitive Care Kits being processed and cataloguing 

- Funding and Service Agreement still being worked on 

- Literacy Coalition activity planning underway 

- 2-day woman’s public toilet shutdown 

- Complete SPL Website layout overhaul underway 

- BC Government “Typical Week” underway 

 

3. Funding and Service Agreement 
 

Progress is being made on completing a workable and updated Funding and Service Agreement.  The 

SNGD population addition made by Census Canada (21 persons now added to the official population 

count - 744+21 = 765) will now change all the excel calculations made to date, by us, for the funders on 

prorated contributions.       

   

4. Friends of the Library 
 

The amazing volunteers at “Friends of the Library” (FOL) work tirelessly to put on Book Faires 

throughout the year and raise funds for “extras”, like capital purchases, for the Library.   The Book faire 

on October 20, 32 and 22 raised $1,235.   

5. Book Displays for October 
 

Our unique displays highlighting specific areas of intrigue, holidays, celebrations, seasonal activities, 

unique subjects from our collection, subjects that match our programming activities, unique world and 

local events or highlights are as follows for the month of October.   
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• Family History 

• It’s a Mystery 

• National Day for Truth and Reconciliation 

• BC Shakeout (earthquake) 

• Staff Picks 

• Halloween 

• Word of the Month - lycanthropy 

 

 

6. Website Overhaul 
 

We are currently overhauling the website in order to make it more logical, efficient, simplified, easier to 

maintain and of course include more accessible oriented practices.   The revised website plan is written 

out on paper but will take some time to implement fully as Teresa is the only one who can and will be 

implementing the actual changes.  It is a very time-consuming task but the wait will be worth it.  

 

7. Meeting with local MLA Nicolas Simons 
 

The three Library Directors from Gibsons (Heather), Sechelt (Leianne) and Powell River 

(Rebecca) met with Nicolas Simons, MLA, Powell River Sunshine Coast on October 3, 2023.   

 

In our conversation, we focused on these areas: 

 

- our programs and services that were tied to provincial priorities and responsibilities: health, 

social services, housing, emergency preparedness, reconciliation, local/provincial economies, 

education, accessibility, and government services 

 

- the challenge we faced with provincial funding interfering with local funding and the 

confusion that surrounded the provincial marketing and wording (I will speak more about 

this in the Board meeting) 

 

- challenges related to current funding levels: what are we not doing currently or what would 

we have to cut back if a permanent funding lift is not received. Such as: reduced hours, fewer 

Storytimes etc. and what that might mean to our communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the message all libraries sent to their local MLAs in preparation for our meetings: 
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8. Some Interesting Stats Q1-Q3 
 

From January 1, 2023 to September 30, 2023: 

1. Jason has done 319 one-on-one tech appointments with patrons in our library’s Room of 

Requirement.  This doesn’t count the total of regular, non-scheduled questions that Jason - and all 

the library staff - answer or problems they solve for patrons every day.   

 

2. 22 people wrote an exam with our free exam invigilation services 

 

3. Staff have made over 940 individual transactions with the sale of SCRD’s Sunshine Coast transit 

tickets.    That is a lot of staff time for a total commission to date of less than $1000 but is a great 

service for our community.    

 

4. Almost 25 people have had a private genealogy appointment with Teresa learning how to search 

their family history  

 

5. Over 250 people in our community have had repairs done - for free - by the incredible team of 

Repair Café volunteers that work from our library on the second Saturday of each month.    

 

6. As an example week, our automated patron counter for last week shows a 30% increase in library 

traffic over the same period last year 

 
 

7. In August 2023 we had 8,163 visitors in the library.  This monthly number to date has averaged 

between 6,125 per month and 8,163 per month. 
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8. New library memberships to date since January 1st are 666…  So, in the first ¾ of 2023, we have 

already hit 93% of last year’s total library memberships.  

 

9. We have averaged 290 people per day in the library since January 1st. 

 

10.  Almost 100k items have been checked out of our library since January 1st. 

 

11.  Almost 25 persons have been able to speak with Janette about accessibility options that may be 

well suited to their needs.    

 

 

 

9. Program Guides – October 
 

As you saw from our October Program Guide, we had a multitude of programs and events during the 

month – many of them new and some now overcapacity.  There are still some exciting events to come in 

the remaining few days of October if any of our Board Members (or others) would like to partake:  Candy 

Guessing Game, Jack-O Lantern contest, pumpkin carving, dungeons and dragons, Halloween costume 

contest, spooky story walk, card making with Ruth, stitchin, chair yoga, Uke jam, uke lessons, Service 

Canada/CRA Super Clinic, Movie - Little Shop of Horrors (and snacks) and the ever- popular Mario Kart 

Tournament.    

 

Gail eyeing the candies in the Candy Guessing Game 
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As Halloween falls on a weekday this year (a Tuesday), the staff are going to dress up!  Here is an 

example of a costume you will soon see on our library floor… 
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10. Program Guides – November 
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11. Needles (once again) in the Book Drop 
 

In early October, we were once again taken aback at the site of a baggie full of used needles hidden 

among the books in our outdoor magazine / DVD drop.  Fortunately, none of our staff were injured by the 

needles but there will come a time when this might not be the case.  It is beyond angering and frustrating.  

Although the District of Sechelt were notified, we also called “Straight to the Point”.  This is a Vancouver 

Coastal Health funded organization that does immediate needle clean up in various communities 

including Sechelt.  Strait to the Point advised that there must have been an overdose as well as two of the 

needles were Narcan.      

https://www.vch.ca/en/service/vancouver-needle-distribution-and-recovery-van#short-description--12791 

 

 

 

 

https://www.vch.ca/en/service/vancouver-needle-distribution-and-recovery-van#short-description--12791
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12. Patron Comments 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A set of keys found in the parking lot was turned into the library and, because of the 
Sechelt library card attached to the key ring, we were able to track him down.  He was 
ever so grateful.  
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