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1. Cover Photo  
 

Sechelt Library Board Members and special guests participated in the Canada Day Parade on July 1, 

2023.  The crowds on Cowrie sure showed their appreciation for their library!   Many thanks to all who 

participated and represented our library so well – in their sassy new t-shirts! 

 

2. Highlights for July 
 

- Upgrade project of library server completed 

- Participation in the Canada Day Parade a great Library Board success 

- 3 new rolling shelves arrived – renovation and layout of computer and magazine in progress 

- Signs go up with a warning about upcoming enforcement of pet policy 

 

3. Library Quote 
 

“Libraries will get you through times of no money better than money will get you through times of no 

libraries.” 

― Anne Herbert 

 

4. Funding and Service Agreement 
 

 

An amendment to the Service and Funding Agreement is still being worked on.   

 

    

5.  Friends of the Library 
 

Book Faires 

The amazing volunteers at “Friends of the Library” (FOL) work tirelessly to put on Book Faires 

throughout the year and raise funds for “extras” for the Library.   The Book Faire on July 14, 15, 16 raised 

$2101.50.   The book faire on July 21, 22 and 23 raised $2017.00   
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Donations to Sechelt Library: 

Friends of the Library generously donated over $18k for the purchase of our 3 new rolling shelves to 

house magazines, newspapers and CD’s.    They have also just authorized the purchase of 21 new sloped 

shelves, at a cost of $3400, to further enhance our ability to showcase library items. 

 

Marketing and Promotion: 

Here is the poster that Heather Till, FOL, put together to outline all the purchase to date the Friends of the 

Library have purchased for Sechelt Library.  Almost $114k since 2013!  
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We also decided to do an in-library display to further 

promote all the efforts by the FOL volunteers. A framed 

photo of a book-faire and a framed poster (as above) are now 

both located on the wall by the Seed Station. 
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6. Book Displays for July 
 

Our unique displays highlighting specific areas of intrigue, holidays, celebrations, seasonal activities, 

unique subjects from our collection, subjects that match our programming activities, unique world and 

local events or highlights are as follows for the month of July (thanks Jeff and Lorinda!): 

 

Festival of the Written Arts 

Read the Book + Watch the Movie 

Lost in Space 

BC Day (thanks to Lorinda who collected lots of “swag” from our local MLC Nicholas Simon’s office!) 
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7. In the Library 
 

We had two issues in the computer / magazine area. 

- During most of the year the sun shines in the windows rendering all the computer screens very 

difficult to see.   

- The magazine shelving was not at all conducive to a pleasant browsing experience and not easy to 

re-shelve.  All as the magazines had to lay flat and the covers, which are the selling feature for 

any magazine, could not even be seen.   

Considerations: 

- What would we do with the current magazine shelves if we took them out?  

- What would we purchase to replace them? 

- Who would pay for the shelving units we replaced the old ones with? 

- What if magazines are not as popular in 5 or 10 years? 

- What would the wall look like underneath – would it need painting? Probably… 

- Would the current sparse electrical outlets and data ports accommodate our needs? 

- How would we re-arrange the areas to accommodate public computers, reading areas, privacy, 

chairs with backs against a wall and three new magazine shelves?    

 

So, we went from this: 

-  
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To this:                                                                        To this: 
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8. Outside the Library 
 

Needles besides the book drops, empty alcohol bottles, garbage between the book bins and falling off 

window moldings at the front of the library and front door… 
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9. Program Highlights – photos for July  
 

 

 

  

   

Our Summer Reading Club 

Programs are the highlight of 

summer for all kids!  This is 

Messy Science with 

Charlotte and Jason where 

the kids are learning to make 

slime!  
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Ruth Moore’s card 

classes continue to thrill 

our local card makers 

with such unique 

patterns and styles of 

cards including a paper 

quilling techniue used 

in the 1800’s.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Storytime with “Star”, our 

certified St. John Ambulance therapy dog 

(and Heather) 
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Teen Scratch and Win is well under 

way with many teens coming in 

frequently to take out books and get 

a scratch ticket!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Program Guides – August   
 

In addition to the Summer Reading activities that are still taking place (schedule in last month’s Board 

Report), here is the August brochure.   We will be excited to have Sam Iversen returning on August 12th 

and, after a vacation, Charlotte will move to doing the Programming for Adults in mid-September.    
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11. Pet Policy 
 

Yes – all the animals depicted on the sign below have been in this library.   Even the snake.  Who was 

purposely pooped, by their owner, into our plant. Which died. And stunk up the whole library. 

Our current Policy Manual does state that pets are not allowed in the library, but over the last few years, 

and well before my time here, the directors and staff were lenient.  Some cute pets are hard to resist and 

many of us are animal lovers, but this also led to snakes, security rats and pet chickens.   Thus, it is time 

to enforce our policy 
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12. Library Technology Projects Planned 
 

Our last remaining upgrade project for 2023 was the server which was nearing its operating system (OS) 

end of life (EOL).  This project was completed in July by Jason and Taylor, our outside tech assistance 

from time to time. All our upgrade projects are thought out and planned well in advance and we try to 

have all basis covered.  As with everything else, once installed there were small bugs that needed to be 

worked out but that is to be expected with everything.     

 

As per Jason to me prior to purchase and installation: 

Sechelt Server Upgrade Program 

The current Sechelt server is running Microsoft Sever 2012 R2, this OS is EOL in October 2023. Prior to 

that we are looking at upgrading the server to Microsoft Sever 2019. Activation codes for Microsoft 

server 2019 have already been obtained, as such there should not be a software upgrade cost for the 

Microsoft side. 

 

Suggested order of operations is: 

- Clone existing server to external HDD 

- Use Windows Server 2019 installation media to upgrade to new server version 

- Apply patches to server 

- Test for normal usage 

 

The library server is also used to run a Sage/Simple Accounting server for accounting and payroll 

purposes. While according to Sage the current version of the software is compatible with Windows 

Server 2019 care issues may arise.  If an upgrade to the new version of Sage50 is required, Sage50 no 

longer offers stand-alone versions of their software, all versions of Sage 50 are subscription based now. A 

yearly cost for a new version of the software that the library uses is ~600 to ~850 CAD per year. 

As it is preferable to avoid yearly costs care should be taken to make sure that the upgrade goes 

smoothly.  If required, reinstallation of Sage50 on the Microsoft Server might be required, this will 

involve finding the correct login/access codes for Sage50. 

 

Scheduling: 

Care must be taken to ensure that the upgrade causes the least amount of disruption. Therefore, the 

upgrade should be scheduled on a non-payroll week, in case there is an issue with the Sage50 install. 

The week of July 17 should be preferable to perform the upgrade. This is a non-payroll week, and fits 

with people available schedules. 

To make ready for this event: 

1. Acquire an external HDD of at least 500GB for cloning purposes 

2. Find the activation codes for the current edition of Sage50 

3. Create the installation media for the install 

If in the event the upgrade fails, or causes issues that cannot be addressed in a timely manner, the 

server will be rolled back using the cloned drive to ensure continuation of business while issues are 

researched and addressed. 
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13. Patron Comments 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

14. Projects we are Working On 
 

- Accessibility Plan for Sechelt Public Library to comply with BC Accessibility Act legislation. 

More on this to come in the August 2023 Library Director’s Report.  
- Working with the Sunshine Coast Camera Club to put club photographs on two of our library 

walls  

- Working with CRA and Service BC to potentially put on a “Super Clinic” at the library 

 


