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1. Cover Photo  
 

Sechelt Library hosted two school tours with French students from Ecole du Pacifique on Thursday Jan 

12, 2023.  The first tour was students in grades 4 and 5 and the second tour grades 6 and 7.  Our 

Children’s Programmer, Charlotte, had the students go on a library scavenger hunt and did a great job 

showing them our library resources.  Many of them did not yet have a library card but membership forms 

went out to all of them. The cover photo is of the grades 6 and 7 students along with their teacher Melanie 

and, of course, Charlotte.    

 

 

2. New Minister of Municipal Affairs 
 

Libraries currently fall under the Minister of Municipal Affairs. Our new Minister is Anne Kang  (MLA 

for Burnaby-Deer Lake) and she was named Minister of Municipal Affairs in the Eby ministry on 

December 7, 2022.  She was also a former City of Burnaby councilor, and was a Burnaby Library Board 

rep for a while during her tenure. 
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3. Funding Payments 
 

The Funding Agreement, as it currently stands, indicates the following dates for payment to the Sechelt 

Library.  We are, as you know, requesting an amendment, not to the schedule but to the actual payment 

amounts themselves.    

 Beginning of Q1 Beginning of Q2 Beginning of Q3 Beginning of Q4 

DOS 30% 30% 20% 20% 

SCRD 25% 25% 25% 25% 

SIGD 50% January 5 50% May 31 0% 0% 

Funding received to date: 

 Q1 pmt Q2 pmt Q3 pmt Q4 pmt 

DOS Received    

SCRD Received    

SIGD     

4.  Budget Meetings 
 

SCRD: 

The SCRD 2023 Budget schedule was and is as follows: 

 

Budget Round 1 – January 23-25, 2023 (we presented) 

Budget Round 2 – February 21-22, 2023 

Budget Final Adoption – March 23, 2023 

 

We submitted our budget documentation on January 6, 2023 to the SCRD. Both Pat Harvey and 

myself spoke in person at the budget round 1 meeting and we were very grateful to have had the 

support of the rest of the Board Members and staff at the meeting.     

 

SCRD Round 1 Decision: 

For the Youtube presentation and the SCRD’s discussion regarding our budget request, please start 

watching at the 3:58 mark. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ij5m7-nPihM 

 

A suggestion was made by Director Backs to, instead of giving us the 9% we were requesting (and saying 

he was not sure why we asked for it) maybe we should be given at least a 6-7% inflationary increase. 

(Note: we clearly articulated in the report why we asked for it).  A motion was then re-worded by Director 

Toth (which did not actually match what Director Backs had said) of:  A motion to refer to Round 2 

pending receipt of additional information from the library justifying a greater than inflationary increase.  

There was no seconder.  So, it went back to the library having to stick to their funding agreement of 3%.   

 

Gibsons Library has been asked to come back to Round 2 with the implication of a reduction from their  

13% increase request (disputed as 9% by GDPL) to a 6% inflationary increase.    

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ij5m7-nPihM
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This SCRD voting process and the decision that followed will be further discussed in the Library Board 

Meeting (in camera). 

 

    

District of Sechelt: 

It has been suggested that we present in early February at an in-camera meeting but this has yet to be 

confirmed with DOS staff.   

    

5. Grants 
 

As part of the BC Provincial Government one-time grant in 2022, we have now spent some of the 

funds on capital purchases as follows:  

1. New computers for 4 public stations  

2. First Aid Training (already put to use as one staff member was choking and one literally saved 

her) 

3. 2 portable First Aid Kits for any staff member who goes off site for programming or library 

business  

4. 7 new public computer keyboards (old ones were losing the white color on the keys) 

5. 3 new IPads for children’s and technology programming 

We are considering how best to spend the additional government one-time funding – not meant for 

operational concerns – only capital costs.     Another likely choice is to allocate funds towards improving 

the functionality and storage of the kitchen space.   If you’ve been in the kitchen – you would probably 

agree with this option! 

Another item under consideration for us is an 

indoor carbon dioxide tester.  

Higher indoor carbon dioxide levels — and 

less fresh oxygen getting in — can lead to a 

higher risk of airborne infections.  Poor air 

quality can lead to fatigue, headaches and a sore 

throat.  Under 600 parts per million is considered 

excellent, while more than 1,000 is poor.  Ways 

to improve ventilation include opening a window, 

making sure fuel-burning appliances are properly 

vented, and considering mechanical ventilation 

options, says Health Canada. 

Two libraries on the north shore currently have a few in circulation – with many many holds currently 

placed on them. According to one library:  "We're recognizing the library has a role in some more 

expensive tools, items, pieces of equipment … It's giving people an opportunity to test these things if they 

can't afford it, or if they want to test it before they buy it. "  

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/healthy-living/carbon-dioxide-home.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/healthy-living/factsheet-ventilation-indoor-environment.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/publications/healthy-living/factsheet-ventilation-indoor-environment.html
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6.  SCRD and District of Sechelt Tour / Orientation to Sechelt Library 
 

District of Sechelt: 

Councilor Adam Shephard, our Sechelt Library Liaison and Councilor Alton Toth, our alternate 

liaison,  and are scheduled for tour of the library on Wednesday January 25, 2023 at 6pm.    

Mayor Henderson will lily be coming for a tour as well along with other DOS councilors at some 

point in the future.   

SCRD: 

After an invitation from Sechelt Library, Directors Justine Gabias (Area B) and Kelly Backs 

(Area D) were happy to come for library orientation/tour on Monday January 12th at 6:00 pm.   

Rhian Piprell joined us.  

Director Gabias advised she is the appointed representative to the SPL with Director Leonard Lee 

being the alternate.  
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7. FIFA Contest for Patrons 
 

Jeff set up a FIFA contest along with a sports book display during 

the FIFA world Cup. One lucky patron was a prize! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Therapy Dog Training 
 

 

November’s cover photo was of “Star”, a certified St. Johns 

Ambulance therapy dog, being read a story by one of our young 

patrons.   These certified dogs are extensively trained prior to 

certification.  To aid in the training process for professional 

certification, we will be hosting a group of “hopeful” therapy dogs 

both for St.  Johns Ambulance Therapy Dogs and Therapy Dogs 

of Canada.  They were in the library between 8:30 and 9:30 am on 

Tuesday January 24th and all training will be conducted prior to 

the public entering at 10:00am.   

 

 

 

9.  Library Inventory 
 

Our entire staff worked on the inventory project over the three days of Wednesday December 28 – to 

Friday December 30.  It took the entire 3 days to do the inventory.   100’s of anomalies were found with 

shelving location and cataloguing issues - and remedied.   Final inventory reports are being done right 

now which will require further actions.   

The Sechelt Library had not undergone an inventory reconciliation since the library moved to the current 

location in 1996.   
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10.   The Great Library Weed 
 

We are continuing with our massively time-consuming but massively necessary “weeding” of all library 

items.  As at January 20th, we are about 1/4 to 1/3 completed.   

Our first priority for donations are for Shorncliff, Totem Lodge, Sechelt Hospital and the Sunshine Coast 

Hospice.  All remaining books have been placed on shelving carts in the lobby for any patron to take 

home for free – and they love that!   This past week there has been much discussion amongst BC library 

Directors about what to do with weeded books and many seem to be simply destroying them. I think this 

is a shame as there are so many useful places to donate to.  It just takes time and effort.      
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11. Harbour Spiel  
 

January 2023’s issue of Harbour Spiel contains a much paired-down version of the original article I wrote 

for the publisher and submitted in November 2022.  We appreciate being included in the January 2023 

issue and the basic concept is still getting across.  
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12. Program Guides – January 2023 
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Ruth’s class still teaching “Adult Card Making”… hmmm…   I have requested an adjustment on the calendar for 

February. 

 
 Winnie in Winter Reading by Richard Austin 

 

An excerpt from Coast Reporter Kicks and Kisses Friday December 23, 2022: 

 

“Tiddely pom kisses to Richard Austin for his delightful animated annual “Winter with Winne” 

readings at Sechelt Library.  It was heartwarming as always. Kisses to Gill Smith for arranging 

this!” 
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13. Literacy Coalition Activities 

Sechelt Public Library, as an active member of the Sunshine Literacy Coalition, is still involved with the 

ongoing planning and execution of many activities for 2023.  Here are some of the current and upcoming 

projects: 

 

Family Literacy Day Event – Friday January 27th 2023:  

 

Rick Scott will be performing for two kids concerts during the day on Friday January 27, 2023 at the 

Roberts Creek Hall.  Both concerts are fully booked!  The Literacy Coalition will be organizing and 

providing food and drink as well.  Sechelt Library has also done all the marketing and advertising posters 

and other members will send to Coast Reporter and other places for distribution.   Both Charlotte and I 

will be working at the Robert Creek hall this Friday afternoon for the 4:00 concert.  
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Gift baskets for child care Centers:   

 

Music, Puppets and books have been put into nice baskets and delivered to all the Child Education 

Centers and Daycares on the Sunshine Coast (30+).  Everything was chosen, ordered, put together and 

delivered by Literacy Coalition members.   
 

Books for Babies 2022: 

 

The Books for Babies program recognizes the importance of reading to children at a young age and 

keeping them in book rich environment. The program helps turn families into readers and library users.  

Sechelt Library put together 100 books for babies bags which included a book, CD, downloadable music 

RFID and marketing materials for Sechelt Library.  We have shared our packages with the Pender 

Harbour Health Centre, the Sechelt Health Center and, of course, have them available in the Sechelt 

Library.   At this moment, we only have 5 bags remaining and everyone seems to be very excited – and 

grateful – in receiving them.   We will have new choices and packages for 2023 as well (I’m assuming!). 

 

In the SCRD Budget Round 1 negotiations on January 23, 2023, I did highlight the work that Rhian 

Piprell did over 15 years ago, along with Premier Gordon Campbell in creating this Books for Babies 

Program.  Two of Rhian’s previous staff members were actually the ones that created the unique otter 

artwork that still remains as the theme.    A great legacy to be very proud of – thanks Rhian!  

 

 

 
 

 
 
Although not a “Literacy Coalition” project – Gibsons and Sechelt 

Library designed a joint advertisement for the Coast reporter to 

celebrate Literacy Week. It should be out this Friday. 
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14. Scanning Pens – Accessibility Option ? 
 

 
 
It is important to note that we take our role seriously with regards to Accessibility. Not only are we 

having to introduce a huge reporting structure mandated by the accessibility Act of BC (discussed at 

length in a previous Board Report) but we want to include items in our Sechelt Library circulation that 

benefit patrons with accessibility issues. Daisy Readers are one such example – and we have just ordered 

two more – utilizing grant money.    

 

At the time of writing of the last Board Report, we were undergoing staff and patron testing and 

evaluation on two types of Scanning Pens to see if these might be viable options for the Sechelt Library as 

part of our specialized circulation items.  The C Pen are basically used for scanning book text and 

offering an audio capture of that text.  The lingo Pen is used the same way but converts English to the 

language in the audio to the language of your choice.  After Jason and Janette studied and trialed it 

internally, Janette trialed extensively with multiple library patrons with differing accessibility issues 

(ADHD, cognitive, visual, aphasia, learning, etc.) and put together some great feedback – which we 

shared with the C Pen company.   

 

Although in the end we choose not to purchase and add to the library collection, it is important to note the 

extra work our staff do in wanting to offer the best to our patrons.    
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15. Thank-you to Fred and Bozena 
 

   

Fred and Bozena Whibbs were here on December 7th to put up the “Tree of Knowledge” which 

they do voluntarily each year – and have been doing for many years.  Thank-you to such 

generous people!  
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16. Coast Reporter Kisses and Patron Comments 
 
 

 

I wanted to send you this picture of my kids using the Keva 

steam kit. They love it and have been playing with it for 

two days straight!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
To: info@sechelt.bclibrary.ca 
Date: Sun, 8 Jan 2023 02:06:16 +0000 
Subject: Gratitude 

For Leianne Emery, 
I would like to comment, first on the excellent support found at the Sechelt Library, and 
secondly on the excellent resources found within its walls. From the excellent supply of 
large-print books to the discovery of the Daisy reader, my elderly mother's lifelong 
passion of reading will continue despite the severe loss of vision she is experiencing. 
With Janette's excellent and supportive help, my mom was able to manage the use of 
the Daisy machine independently within a few days, and has been able to finish reading 
the Obama biographies we bought her last Christmas, with Daisy's help. We are so 
grateful this service was discovered and is available through the Sechelt Library. I use a 
lot of libraries in the Lower Mainland, but my favourite one is Sechelt Library! Thank you 
so much, staff. My mom is reading again!  
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To: "Library Staff (Sechelt Public Library)" <info@sechelt.bclibrary.ca> 

Date: Mon, 19 Dec 2022 10:22:56 -0800 

Subject: Tech Help 

Dear Lianne,  

In your absence, XXX and I were in need of  technology assistance twice (first my laptop and then XXX’s 

new iPhone). I'm sure it will come as no surprise to you but even so, I wanted to let you know how 

extraordinarily well we were looked after by Jason. The first time was by appointment, the second after 

a desperate call when he worked his magic right by the reference desk. His ability to get techno-

inarticulate us to clarify what the problems were, what we wanted the outcome of the solution to be, to 

take us through his thought processes and to put all this into a readily understandable diagram was 

remarkable. While this was happening, I think Teresa and Claire were keeping a sharp eye out to ensure 

that no patron went unserved.  

To see this kind of teamwork in action speaks volume not only to the caliber of the staff but, of course, 

to your leadership. Well done all! 

With many thanks, 

XXX 

    

mailto:info@sechelt.bclibrary.ca
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It was a pleasure for me as well to meet you (Janette) 

and Lelanne and share some of what we do at 

Hospice.  

 

Thank you again for the donation of the books and 

magazines. It’s very much appreciated. We have 

made space on our shelves and the books will be a 

good resource when needed.   

 

I will forward your name to Tess Huntly, our 

Executive Director, who wishes to personally thank 

you. 

 

Wishing you a wonderful Holiday Season, 

 

Helen Bristow 
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