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1. Cover Photo  
 

Creative felt creatures made with our much used Cricut machine.  Sam did a school library tour on April 

28 and these fun felt animals will be used as storytelling aides (see photo below).  Thank-you again 

Friends of the Library for purchasing us this Cricut machine! 

 

 

 

2. Grants 2022 
 

Canada Healthy Communities Grant 

This is the grant we applied for and received from the Canada Healthy Communities Initiative for $7541.  

Our current cost calculations for materials and labor for cataloguing and packaging have allowed us to 

purchase a total of 30 Playaway Launchpads consoles, all geared towards Brain Games: 

Status:  Grant Awarded for $7541 / Grant received / still waiting arrival of ordered product. 

 

CVITP (Community Volunteer Income Tax Program) Grant 

Status:  Grant Awarded / Received / purchased printer and paper etc to assist Terri in her tax preparation 
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Provincial Funding (one time) 

As you know, that despite serious advocacy by all libraries and library advocate groups for over 12 years 

for increased ongoing library funding for operational requirements, the Province of BC has once again 

not increased library funding for 2022. It will remain at $77,183 as it has been for 12 years.  The Province 

has to give us one-time funding for emergency preparedness ($10,395.21) and COVID-19 Relief and 

Recovery Grant ($31,185.64).      

Status:  Grant Awarded / Grant received / working on how best to apply to needs 

 

Sunshine Coast Healthcare Auxiliary Grant 

Our grant application to the Sunshine Coast Healthcare Auxiliary focused on “initiatives that focus on a 

health benefit for the residents of the Sunshine Coast”.   Our request was for funding for the incredible 

adult Chair Yoga program we started in 2021 as well as an intergenerational 10-week course we would 

like to have in the summer. As our library funds will be much more limited this year (last year we had 

some extra grants), we have already had to cancel the Spanish classes and do not want to have to cancel 

the chair yoga as well.    

Status:  Grant Awarded for $3503 / Grant Received / spending it now! 
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3. Funding Payments 
 

The Funding Agreement indicates the following dates for payment to the Sechelt Library: 

 Beginning of Q1 Beginning of Q2 Beginning of Q3 Beginning of Q4 

DOS 30% 30% 20% 20% 

SCRD 25% 25% 25% 25% 

SIGD 50% January 5 50% May 31 0% 0% 

Funding received to date: 

 Q1 pmt Q2 pmt Q3 pmt Q4 pmt 

DOS Received Received   

SCRD Received Received   

SIGD Received N/A   

 

 

4. Provincial Health Officer – Orders and Restrictions 
 

New official Orders delivered Wednesday April 8, 2022 (at 12:01) did indeed remove the requirement for 

mask wearing and vaccine passports in public spaces.  Our library signage indicates masks are optional. 

We will continue to supply masks to any public member that requests one.     

 

5. Staffing 
 

We have officially signed a contract with Gail Norman, one of our current Casual staff, to work as a 

permanent part time staff.  Gail has been with us for a few years as a Casual and we are very pleased to 

have her continue in a permanent capacity.    

MJ’s last official day was Friday April 29.  We have all appreciated the contribution she has made to us 

and to the library. 

 

6. Volunteer Income Tax Clinic 
Sechelt Library is still hosting the Community Volunteer Income Tax Program (CVITP) with Terri 

Fjaagesund as the CVITP volunteer.  Patrons are so very grateful that we host this service and that is 

offered to them for free.  
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7. Books for Babies  
 

As part of our work with the Sunshine Coast Literacy Coalition, we are using a generous donation from 

them to support the purchase of 100 Books for Babies packages in 2022!   

In our Books for Babies bags this year we will have: 

Book:  We Sang You Home by Richard Van  

CD:  Just Imagine by Will’s Jams.   

Bags:  by Eco  

The “swag” should be arriving in Summer 2022 and be ready for distribution and promotion by each 

library in the fall.  Pender Harbour residents can also collect at Sechelt Library and we will, of course, be 

coordinating the Pender Harbour Reading Center.  

    

 

8. Program Guides – April 2022  
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9. CUPE 391 Union Job Reclassification 
 

Some tough decisions were made this month regarding the involvement of CUPE 391 National in this 

process. My decision was supported by both our staff Union Representative and the staff Union Alternate. 

We are now moving forward and are at a point where I need to work on a process to adequately relate 

correct wages to the weights and points each staff member now has associated with their job description 

in this 5 Factor Process.  Again, this is a very separate consideration to any overall negotiated wage 

increase and only involves how each internal union job description relates to all other internal union job 

descriptions.   

Although I had to make an educated guess at the outcome prior to the budget negotiations in 2020 and 

2021, I would estimate that there will be more salary increases necessary than previously predicted.  As I 

mentioned to our Funders in prior budget negotiations, this “educated guess vs actual outcome” was 

always a concern in terms of being potentially underestimated.    

 

  

 



 

 

Director’s Report 

March 27, 2022 – April 30, 2022          Page | 8 

 

10. Statistics Canada – New demographic data  
 

Statistics Canada released their new demographic data on Wednesday April 27th.  Here are some of the 

outcomes for Canada, British Columbia and Sechelt: 

 

CANADA 

 

 

 



 

 

Director’s Report 

March 27, 2022 – April 30, 2022          Page | 9 

 

BRITISH COLUMBIA
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Here is a excel chart I put together from a large data dump from Stats Canada. I thought you may 

find interesting: 
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11. Pender Harbour Reading Centre 
 

Books N Blooms 

To assist the Pender Harbour reading Center, we have been advertising the Books N Blooms Event on our 

library social media platforms to assist the reading center with promotion.  Still time for you to pick up 

your tickets and go! : 

 

“Join the Pender Harbour Reading Centre for 

“BOOKS ‘N’ BLOOMS” a self-guided garden 

tour fundraiser for the Reading Centre on 

Saturday, May 7, 2022, from 11 am to 4 

pm.  Visit six very different gardens, ranging 

from a unique waterfront property to a sculptor’s 

garden and then a woodland retreat with many 

native, wild and speciality plants.  Tickets are 

$25, available from the EarthFair Store in 

Madeira Park or 

through www.penderharbourlibrary.ca  “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WIFI: 

As most of you know, Sechelt Library pays the WIFI costs for the Pender Harbour Reading 

Center each year ($500).  But there is more benefit than just to the Reading Center!  Now the 

Pender Harbour Art Gallery also utilizes the Reading Center WIFI as well as the Pender Harbour 

School of Music!     

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.penderharbourlibrary.ca/
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12. Kisses for Sechelt Library  
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13. Online Access to Historical Newspapers 
 

For quite some time, libraries were working on how to fund the huge cost of being able to access three of 

BC’s historical newspapers:  the Vancouver Sun, the Province and The Times-Colonist.  When we 

initially inquired our proportional costs was, well, very cost prohibitive. Since then, larger benefactors 

have stepped in and libraries now have access to this wonderful resource with information dating back to 

the late 1800’s.  Free access can be found on our Library website – from numerous locations.  Here is one 

of our current website banners: 

 

 

 

14. Medical Emergency  
 

“The only thing you absolutely have to know is the location of the library” Albert Einstein 

People always know there will be someone at the library who can help and a library is exactly where they 

go for assistance.  Teresa and Janette, not for the first time, assisted with a medical emergency outside the 

library on the grounds of the visitors centre.  Their actions made have prevented a more serious medical 

emergency.   

Another example of the things library staff do everywhere.    
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15. UNDRIP  
 

United Nations declaration of the Rights of Indiginous Peoples (UNDRIP) 

BC has released the Declaration Act Action Plan, developed in consultation and co-operation with 

Indigenous Peoples, outlining 89 specific actions every ministry in government will take to create a better 

province for Indigenous Peoples in B.C.   We will be working with the BC provincial government on the 

impact of this action plan and government’s approach as it relates to public library services.   

Historic action plan guides UNDRIP implementation in B.C. 

News Release 

Victoria 

Wednesday, March 30, 2022 12:39 PM 

 

The Province is releasing the Declaration Act Action Plan, developed in consultation and co-

operation with Indigenous Peoples, outlining 89 specific actions every ministry in government 

will take to create a better province for Indigenous Peoples in B.C. 

“This plan is a first for any government in the world. It will drive transformative change in the 

relationship with Indigenous Peoples and help us build a brighter future for everyone,” said 

Premier John Horgan. “By working together in partnership, we are creating more opportunities, 

better jobs and stronger environment protections. This is a roadmap that builds on the progress 

we have made – a new way forward and another important step towards meaningful 

reconciliation.” 

British Columbia is the first province to release an action plan dedicated to implementing the 

United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People (UN Declaration) in Canada. The 

plan was developed with Indigenous Peoples, First Nations and organizations though intensive 

consultation. This significant engagement ensures the plan reflects the priorities of Indigenous 

Peoples – First Nations, Métis and Inuit – living in B.C. 
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